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In November 2013, Creative Spotlights Founder Dani Felt and 
Certified Life/Business Coach Emily Correa partnered up on 
an amazing idea to inspire countless music artists from around 
the world.  The design of an inspirational guide of key quotes, 
strategies and life lessons from the over 300+ indie music 
artist interviews that Creative Spotlights had featured over 

the course of 4 years of hard work!

 Now a year later, "In The Spotlight: Over 100 Voices in Music" is 
ready to share this wisdom..

Our mission is to provide a motivational resource of life + 
career advice for the music artist to:

Our Creative 
Mission

Dani Felt
Emily Correa

1. Truly understand their creative gifts and tap into their creative power

2. Learn how the industry really works from the wisdom of those "who 
have been there" and "done that"

3. Design new strategies to compete in the ever-increasingly complex, 
social-media based music industry!

We hope as you read this book you become as inspired, 
empowered and strategic as we have become from 

creating this book!
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Congratulations to taking the next step to truly
empowering yourself as an artist!

This book holds 10 inspiring chapters ranging from 
Inspiration, First Steps, The Realities of the Music 
Industry, all the way down to Legacy! 

The first 8 chapters include over 40 key pieces of 
advice from the over 150 music artists featured in 
our book! Chapter 9 spotlights 12 amazing music 
professionals and how they feel their legacy will 
make a difference in music.

Included within each chapter is a special full length 
interview with one of the industry’s highly respected 
music professionals and advocates. Look out for 
Dani’s best business and life strategies called Keys to 
Success to stay on track.

how to
Use this Book

Each chapter ends with the coach’s perspective by co-writer 
Emily Correa, a certified life/business coach for those in arts 
+ entertainment with her company Vida Linda Coaching. 
You will find specially designed exercises to empower, guide 
and motivate you to connect to your highest creative 
purpose! This way you can use your new awareness to 
attract true prosperity, make better business decisions and 

swiftly bring forward your dreams!

As a special bonus, Emily is including her exclusive tool,
“The Laws of The Ultimate Creative Spark” to help raise 
your creative energy immediately and enhance your luck.

What to do next: 

Grab a journal/notebook/pen or iPAD and find a favorite 
place to reflect and strategize!
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Stay inspired by clicking on the music
video icons of our featured artists. 
BONUS: Also hear out own voices tell you about our creative 
journey.

Join
Our
Movement!
Visit our Support Us Page to learn about our 
Patreon campaign to develop a hard copy of this 
book, get your free music album from 15+ 
Creative Spotlights artists, and join our 
members-only Facebook group.

Sign up for a free 15-minute Art Spark
phone session with Emily to discuss your
answers to the coaching exercises.

Check out our Creative
Directory for a list of our
amazing sponsors +  web
sites links to over 150 music 
artists and professionals
featured in this book.

Share your testimonial with the world on our 
Facebook page at In the Spotlight: Over 100 Voices
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make my side project known to my 
acquaintances, (you know, those people 
who end up on your list of friends but 
you maybe talk to once a year).  One of 
them happened to be Henry, the cute 
British musician I had met in London. 
While most people were telling me 
they liked my interview blog, Henry’s 
response was more elaborated. 

Henry wanted to partner with me and 
make the blog useful to other artists. He 
suggested we formulate new questions 
that  would  ser ve  the  mus ic i ans .  
Henry is a painter and a musician, so 
he understood firsthand what it was 
like to be an artist looking for clear, 
defined guidance. After brainstorming 
for weeks together, we developed fifteen 
basic questions for musicians that, if 
answered correctly, would serve as a 
road map to a fruitful artistic career. 
Once the new questionnaire was 
online, I started to get more in-depth 
responses than I had gotten in past 
i n ter v i ews . I  sudden ly  began  to 
understand how my blog could effectively 
offer insight. 

In time, Henry and I realized that if we 
were going to take our joint endeavor 
seriously, we needed our own domain, 
and that was how the name “Creative 
Spotlights” was created. 

It didn’t take long for Creative Spotlights 
to be discovered by PR companies 
whose representatives contacted me 
to feature their artists on the site.   
Although I originally created the blog 
for fun, I was increasingly investing more 
time into it. As a result, it had become a 
more serious avenue for me to explore.

Three years later I  rea l ized that 
Henr y ’s  focus  had dr i f ted  more 
towards the visual art while my heart 
had always belonged to music. Therefore, 
I decided to purchase his percentage 
of the company from him and revert 
Crea t i ve  Spot l i gh t s  back  to  my 
or i g i na l  vision. Finally, my site was 
solely dedicated to the music industry. 
That way, managing the site became 
easier. Once there was a more defined 
focus, it became easier to identify, 
target and market to an audience.

In 2013 Creat ive Spot l ights  was 
reborn and  I moved to New York City. 
In order to recruit new writers to 
in ter v iew ar t i s t s  for  the  s i te , I 
submitted a post on LinkedIn and 
other internship sources. This is how 
I met Emily Correa. Like me, Emily was 
a  creative entrepreneur passionate 
about the arts with her business Vida 
Linda Coaching. As a cert i f ied l i fe 
and business coach she was looking 
online for new createive projects to 
be a part of the entertainment 
writing for Creative Spotlights 
would expose her to the world 
of music that I loved so much.

Foreward:
The first note

“As I write this, I am still reaching for my 
dreams.  I have always felt that I was born 
to do something big. I didn’t know it 
at the time, but my trip to London in 
2011 to learn about the music scene 
was going to change my life in drastic 
ways. It began while I was volunteering 
to sell raffle tickets for a music therapy 
foundation at a Stevie Wonder concert. 
While standing in the VIP area, this 
tall handsome British guy caught my 
immediate attention. I walked over to 
sell him a ticket. I told him he looked 
“like an artist.” Little did I know, that 
sentence was bound to plant a seed, a 
creative connection to the development 
of Creative Spotlights that would blossom 
with time.

 Upon returning to the states for my 
junior year, I became more interested and 

involved in the music scene. I started out 
by searching for my favorite bands 
online such as Will Champlin, Liz 
Longley and many more. I proceeded
to email them fun questions such as
 “What’s your favorite color?” and 
“Who would you go on a date with and 
why?” Given the fact that I had always 
wanted to be a singer, speaking to bands 
was entertaining to me. The rise of social 
media marketing and blogging as tools 
for expression was perfect for connecting 
with the artists I admired. 

Eventually, I started showing my blog to 
some of my friends, who all reacted 
positively to it. It was the excellent 
feedback that  encouraged me to 
showcase the site on Facebook. Here is 
the link to the original site, don`t laugh!  
Next I realized it couldn’t hurt to

CEO of Creative Spotlights, NYC
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After spending two years in New York 
City she came to understand the value 
of networking, which motivated her 
to host events for her meetup group 
NYC Artists On The Rise. Her group 
attracted a variety of artists including 
actors, painters, singers, designers, and 
more. Emily’s understanding of  art and 
music along with her coaching background 
made her ideal for interviewing music 
professionals that Creative Spotlights 
began  attracting. We started getting 
full length interviews with producers 
such as Dave Schuler ( John Legend, 
Pink), Jason Boyd AKA Poo Bear ( 
Justin Bieber), as well as CEO`s 
of music companies of Bandzoogle, 
Featured.me, ONERpm, Pledge Music 
and many more. 

Emily and I both had very similar goals: 
To transform the entertainment 
industry by using our growing network 
to inspire and guide artists. During 
a business call with Emily, I had asked 
her advice on what I could do to take 
Creative Spotlights in a new direction 
for 2014. Emily had suggested we create 
an inspirational book using key career 
strategies and life lessons. We decided 
to feature quotes from the over 300 
interviews Creative Spotlights had 
showcased on the site. What you are 
reading here In The Spotlight: Over 100 
Voices In Music, is a culmination of 
hundreds of hours of work and over 
nine months of business meetings, 
coaching sessions, research and a lot of 
NYC coffee! 

Dani Felt

My favorite part about Creative Spotlights is 
how I’ve had the opportunity to reach out to 
new levels of  people from the music industry, 
from not only indie artists and their labels 
and publicists but real industry professionals 
making great marks in the music industry. 
I mean, how often does a 24 year old indie 
singer-songwriter get to have inside access to 
the inner world of Grammy-winning producers, 
celebrity vocal coaches and even some big 
artists? What I had was golden.”
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“My creative journey in music started 
when I was five years old. For fun I 
used to stand on a yellow bucket and 
pretend I was “on stage”. I was one of 
the lucky ones as an artist: My parents 
always supported everything I did and 
told me to follow my dreams. This gave 
me great confidence in my passion for 
singing.  I  truly  believe  I  would never 
have  gone  as  far  as  I  have today if it 
wasn’t for their constant support. 

When  I  was  around  nine years old, I 
was  blown  away by this 10-year-old in 
my  art class. She had an amazing voice. 
Every  time  she opened her mouth to 
sing I  was in awe. I asked her what her 
secret was,  and she told me it all came 
down to voice lessons.  I  realized  that 
was  it  and  I  started weekly lessons. I 
found them to be an amazing tool  that 
truly shaped me into the acoustic  folk 
singer I am today.

As I  grew  older,  and  entered  middle 
school, I started to get  picked on a lot. 
I used to come home  every  week and 
cry in my mom’s arms. Throughout  the 
years, I learned how  to  use  my  voice 
as a way to channel my frustration  and 
heartbreak  into   something   beautiful, 
something people could relate to.

Songwriting was an incredible experience. 
I  used to write tons and tons of songs, 
mostly  sad music,  because I was not a 
very happy child. Then in middle school, 
I  decided  to  try  out  for  the  school 
talent  show,  and I made it! From  that 
moment  on,  I  knew  I  was  going   to 
make music a big part of my life. There’s 
nothing  like  the feeling of an audience 
cheering your  name and congratulating 
you, people who you never would have 
spoken to otherwise.   It was a glorious 
sensation.

By the time I was 14 years old, I  found 
a songwriter workshop camp to attend 
in New Hampshire. It was that summer 
that  helped  me  become the outgoing 
person  I  am  today.  I was forced  to 
introduce   myself   to   strangers,   and 
from  that,  I  learned  I  had  a love for 
connecting with new people. This camp 
was a monumental step in  my  journey 
as a singer. While there we were taught 
how to write simple  structures  for   a 
song. I  would  create  lyrics  and  vocal 
melodies, and then the  director  would 
come with his guitar and help me mold 
it into a finished  product:  a  song.  We 
would then record all of  our  songs  in 
a studio and perform them  for  all  the 
parents at the end of the summer.”

Chapter 1:
inspiration
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Dani Felt

In college, I joined the Music & Entertainment 
Industry Student Association (MEISA). 
One day I suggested creating a compilation 
album to raise money for breast cancer 
awareness. I waited  for  weeks,  yet  no 
one   seemed   interested   in   moving 
forward  with  the  idea.  I  asked once 
again,  and  one  of the board members 
suggested  I  run it. I had never been in 
a  leadership  position  like that before, 
so  I  was  pretty nervous. I decided to 
embrace  the  challenge.  It  took quite 
a  while,  but soon enough, I had found 
the  bands  to put on the album, which 
was  later  titled  “A Minor Effort for A 
Major Cause.”

I designed  the  cover  and  promoted 
the  CD  to  friends  and family, as well 
as  on  my  college  campus.   Between 
my  dad  promoting  it  to  all his work 
friends  and  my  efforts  in  pushing  it 
to  everyone  in  my  network,  I got to 
hand  the  Linda  Creed Breast Cancer 
Foundation   a    $1,000    check    that 
summer.  Doing  that  made me realize 
how much I like project  managing  and 
delegating.  I  also  realized  how  much 
I  loved  to make a difference using the 
power of music and how music can  be 
used  as  a  tool  to implement change. 
That summer The Philadelphia Inquirer 
ran  that  story  and  featured  me as a 
“citizen of the week.” It’s amazing what 
we can do when we try.”

http://danifeltmusic.com/
http://danifeltmusic.com/
http://articles.courant.com/2010-03-02/entertainment/hc-dani-felt.artmar02_1_felt-songs-dani




Community: If you are looking to expand your network, 
another tool to use is Meetup.com. There are Meetup 
groups for singer/songwriters, producers, actors, writers 
and many more who would like to connect with like 
minded people. You can also start your own group by 
becoming an organizer, although you would have to pay a fee 

for that.

Everyone has someone, an event or combination of 
experiences that ignited their passion for music. 
Here is what some artists had to share. Hopefully, 

their words, too, can serve as inspiration.

Connection: If you are looking to expand your business 
network, LinkedIn is a great platform to start with. It is 
similar to Facebook but with more of a business angle. 
On LinkedIn you can create profiles, get testimonials, post 
projects, and connect with an abundance of people to 
help build your network even further. I highly recommend 
signing up on LinkedIn. Connect with Creative Spotlights 

on Linkedin here to get started.

“Ever since I can remember, I’ve been obsessed with music. Nothing makes 
more sense to me. I love everything about it.”  

-Dan Wright, NY

“I remember being asked to sing at almost every family gathering since I was four, 
and that’s really where the ‘fire’ for singing began. I would credit my family and 
friends as being the ones who have always, and will always, support my passion 

for music.” 
– Christian Hollingsworth, Entrepreneur, Model, Singer/Songwriter, CA

“I would have to say my biggest inspiration is my Mom. My mom was a single 
mother who worked 4 jobs to keep a roof over our heads and food on the table. 
My mom worked so hard to bring me to broadway shows and put me in dance 
classes. My mom always brought me to NYC to see as many shows as possible. I 

have always had a love for NYC. 
-Andrea Benham, NYC

“When I was playing alto sax in the seventh grade school band, I went over to 
a bandmate’s house to play some music. His brother had a keyboard, and when 
I saw him overdub a hi-hat, my mind was blown. That was an epiphany. I thought 
it was the coolest thing I’d ever seen or heard. At age 17, I decided I wanted a 

career in record production.” 
– Doug Fenske, Producer, Los Angeles

“I feel like I was born with songs in my head, so it’s hard to say who, or what, 
first ignited my passion. However, there are quite a few artists that have forever 

changed me. The most obvious of them being Michael Jackson. Watching his 
sheer magnificence ignited a burning desire in my heart that hasn’t ever gone 

out. He changed my perspective on the purpose of a song.” 
– Alexa Falk from Falk, UT

“The true ar t ist wi l l  produce higher qual ity work with a balanced, 
multi-dimensional experience. As such, I am inspired by great human beings who 
have changed history, not just musicians. Ultimately, greatness is my biggest 
inspiration and by comparing myself to the all-time greats, I always know that 
there is more work to be done and that my own meager efforts are nothing 

compared to theirs. There is always the next level – always push for it.”  
Leo Freire, Session Drummer, Queens, NY

“My biggest inspiration is the thought...the prospect... of living life at your highest 
potential. Seeing the emotional and mental garbage that we are subject to everyday, 
but overcoming it in order to bring our deepest imaginations, of a perfect life, 

into fruition. This is what I like to write about most. 
- Stephen Rivera, Rock Vocalist and Producer,  Los Angeles
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“My passion for music came at a young age. When I was 10 years old I was 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease. While undergoing treatment in the hospital, 
as part of recreation, we were able to go and play instruments. Playing made me 

forget about the treatment and what I was going through for a little while.” 
– Charlie Scopoletti, CT
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“Sofia Gubaidulina, Betty Olivero and Detlev Glanert are composers who allow 
me to experience music for what it is. The same goes for players and conductors; 
the score, their musical understanding, education and technical abilities reflect in 
every note, phrase and musical gesture. To experience their remarkable works 

taught me from what inner place I should approach my own compositions.” 
– Gilad Hochman, Classical Music Composer, Israel

“My parents. They are such strong authentic hard working people. My father 
was in the Emergency Service unit of the NYPD for 23 years and my mother 
(after raising 5 children) is starting her career as a therapist. It is very easy to 
lose track of reality in the rush of this business. But my parents are a constant 
reminder of the truthful simple day to day problems that everyday people face.” 

- Marrick Smith, Broadway Star and  Singer/Songwriter, NYC

“When I was six, a babysitter gave me a toy piano. I played it until the batteries 
ran out. That’s when I had that moment of discovery: ‘This is what I’m built for!’ 

… ” – Alexis Babini, NYC

“Everything and everyone in my life. I am a sponge, affected and impacted by 
everything around me. I am also really interested in self-exploration and cannot 
help but become inspired by other artists (writers, painters, musicians, sculptors, 
etc.). They all pay their creative energies forward. It’s not just one thing 

or person.” - Selena Garcia, NY

“Sam Cooke is my hero. His voice is both effortlessly smooth and achingly guttural. 
I am in awe of the sound he perfected … I grew up in love with artists like Otis 
Redding, Marvin Gaye, Donny Hathaway, James Brown, Ella Fitzgerald, Stevie 
Wonder, etc. They were my heroes and taught me how to sing … that technical 
brilliance is not the only thing that makes a good singer, but that it’s also the 

delivery that’s important. They taught me to feel when I sang.” 
– Matt Doyle, Broadway Star and Singer/ Songwriter, NYC

“My parents have been instrumental, no pun intended. My earliest memory of 
singing is of me singing along to “Tomorrow,” from “Annie” the musical, in the 

car.  Also, when I was five, my dad played me a cassette of the Tubes and their 
song “Talk To Ya Later.” The electric guitar filled me with excitement! I couldn’t 

get enough of it!” 
– Jamie Alimorad, NYC/Boston

“My biggest inspiration towards being a better artist is definitely my fans. I go 
try and talk to them and make them feel as good as I can through a computer 
screen. They tell me my music helps them get through some tough times and for 
that I am grateful and strive to become a better artist and reach more people.” 

- Dylan Ander, NYC

“My brother was actually famous in the midwest, and I followed him around until 
I picked up some of his skills on my own by playing shows with him. Low and 
behold, he discovered that there was something about my voice that I was not 
tapping into yet. Out of the blue he said, ‘C’mon, let’s go see Pavarotti!’ We saw 
him at an outdoor arena, and when I heard that sound, that voice, and that music, 
that was it! I do not know how he knew it! We were not even listening to opera 
at the time. We were heavy into rock ‘n’ roll. After that, I went off to school and 

started studying.” 
– Alexander Kariotis, Rock Opera Vocalist

“Since a very young age, I always had 
the most fun performing in school 
plays, singing and making costumes 
and getting dressed up and becoming 
another character.  I expressed very 

early on my emotions through 
singing and songwriting instead of just 
talking about myself or my problems.  
I was never a very good talker and 
swallowed a lot of pain, but through 
music, found a way to process all my 

emotions.  Music has been a passion and healer for me all my life.  
-K’Sandra, Los Angeles

“My biggest inspiration is the hope that my music could possibly help someone. 
Music is so powerful, and I really want to inspire people through my songs.” 

-Marie Miller, VA
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“My father had a lot of instruments around the house even though he was a 
doctor. He had a violin, mandolin, bongos, an organ and various flutes. He’d teach 
me just basic melodies of songs he loved like old film music and Indian songs on the 
organ. He bought me a guitar when I was five, and I started taking lessons at 10.” 

– Anup Sugunan, Rock Vocalist/Guitarist/Actor, Hollywood, CA

“I started playing bass guitar as a teenager and fell in love with being a musician. 
I’d have to say that I had to work really hard to develop my ears and skills as a 

musician, but once I got into the audio/recording/mastering side of things, I found 
pretty early on that I had an aptitude and ear for what I do as an engineer.” 

– Adam Ayan, Master Engineer, Portland, MA

“My parents always played all different kinds of music, so I had a vast range of 
music styles from a young age. They are the reason I want to succeed because 

someday I want to spoil them like they spoiled me all these years!” 
– Alex Flanigan, Nashville, TN

“I always felt a really strong attraction to recording. Freezing time. Freezing a 
moment and a feeling. It’s a similar reason why I love photography too. I’m 

fascinated by that process of being able to take a snapshot of a feeling, a thought, 
a moment, and being able to relive it later or to be able to share it. It’s like proof 

of existence or something. Once I started I couldn’t stop! I’ve become almost 
addicted to that process of expressing and documenting in the hopes of 

understanding myself and then somehow connecting. I have something to say 
through music and art that I can’t express in any other way. Most artists I know 

feel that way.” - Adam Watts, CA

“Stevie Wonder inspired me to really just want to be great and just not settle for 
less. I have worked with Stevie Wonder before, but at the same time, he was the 
reason why I had the drive and the ambitious attitude today. His music made me 

want to create something that was on his level.” 
– Jason “Poo Bear” Boyd, Producer, Los Angeles, CA

“My passion for music is linked to my childhood. When I hear the Gipsy Kings I 
imagine being six years old in the summer. I’m soaked from the pool and 

reaching for corn chips, while the adults are smoking cigarettes, drinking beers 
and laughing. My inspirations are all the memories that I try to recreate.” 

– Adam Lasher, Los Angeles, CA

“Along with being a musician, I come from a non-profit background.  I spent 
some time in Washington D.C. working on an anti-poverty/anti-hunger campaign 
inside the schools. Getting started in music is hard, and over the years, I knew I 
didn’t want to stay where I was. The work I was doing in non-profit was such a 
good thing to do, but I was always going to do my music. People need help, but 
people need music too. If I am just sharing what I feel, and if someone else feels 
it, they know they are not alone. That is powerful to me, and special. I guess that 

helping place is where I write from.” 
– Casey Dinkin, NYC

“Ever since I can remember, I have been making up songs, singing them, acting 
out scenarios from my imagination with friends, and making strange voices and 

characters.  When the opportunity to act in a college production of “Music Man” 
came, I jumped at it and was instantly hooked.  I quickly gained momentum and 
started starring in shows such as “Oliver,” “Great Expectations,” “Grease,”  and 
many others. During this, my family was abundantly supportive. Without their 

unconditional support, I don’t believe I would be anywhere.” 
– Ben Bledsoe, Vocalist/Songwriter/Actor, Los Angeles, CA

Fans should be our inspiration. If you don’t have fans, you don’t have anything. 
Music is created by the fans, I think, and they need to see that they’re loved.” 

– Heart Hays, Los Angeles, CA 

“I was always interested in the “heart and soul” of music as a young kid, and 
what really fascinated me is how a song could make a person feel various 

emotions and moods. When I was eight, I talked my mom into buying me an 
acoustic guitar, and I taught myself to play. When I was about 12, I formed a band 
and started playing at local events. We even had a manager who just happened to 
have a makeshift recording studio in his house. We used to record songs that we 

would perform live from time to time.” 
– Craig Bartock, Lead Guitarist from “Heart”, CA

“Both of my parents have been musicians their whole life. My father has been 
performing, mostly jazz, for the last 40 years, playing saxophone, flute and singing. 

My mother is a singer/songwriter, who spent most of her life writing and 
singing jingles for radio and TV. She taught me how to play “Heart and Soul” 

on the piano when I was about four years old. Ever since then, I never stopped 
learning music.” – Ethan Cain, PA

“There are many things that inspire my passion for music. Talking to people 
and hearing their stories is always inspiring. Listening or watching a great band 
play or hearing a good song is not only humbling, but also inspiring. Bad days, 

good days, rain, sun, tears, joy, hard times, great times, it’s hard to pinpoint what 
inspires that passion. I guess it`s a little bit of everything.” 

-Emily Earle Brooklyn, NY/Nashville,TN
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“I’ve been a music lover my entire life. When I discovered my talent, my passion 
grew to a point where I couldn’t see myself pursuing anything else. My parents 

have been beyond supportive every step of the way since day one.” 
– Yaya, Artist Manager/CEO of Ya IndieGround House,NYC 

“I was initially inspired by my cousin, B.E. Taylor, and his band while I was coming 
up through the music ranks. The thrill of the live show and the intense connec-
tion created between the musician and the listener in that environment led me 

to be a performer.” 
– Dom Liberati, Los Angeles

“My biggest influence was my mother, who was a classical pianist as well as my 
first music teacher, and my husband, who is a record producer/bass player who 

inspired me to record “The Circle of Fire” album. I also had support from Miguel 
Ruiz, author of the New York Times bestseller, “The Four Agreements,” who 
endorsed and supported my record, which was inspired by his teachings.” 

– Cari Cole, Vocal Coach, NYC

“What inspired me is a restlessness, inability to stay silent and need to connect, 
a long time being told ‘no’ or ‘do differently’ or ‘be different,’ a combination of all 
of that, and a hunger to be heard. I also have the best mom in the world. Since 
I opened my mouth to sing at three, she has encouraged me never to settle or 
give up on my dream. I have a ‘painting’ from when I was three years old that 

says, ‘When I get bigger, I want to be a singer.’ 
– Morgan Karr, Broadway Star/Singer/Songwriter, Los Angeles

“My mom and dad are professional artists and encouraged my creative streak 
from day one. They were open to inspire any of my emerging talents, but when I 
came out singing and whistling and banging on the piano, it was clear that music 

was my thing.” 
– Neara Russell, Los Angeles
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Staying Inspired

Perspective
When I was a child, my big requests 
every Christmas were crayons, 
colored pencils and blank drawing 
pads. I had the mind of an artist even 
back then. For me, seeing the endless 
colors all displayed like rainbow-hued 
candy inspired my young creative 
mind and helped me express myself as 
I drew the world around me. 

With each passing year, I experimented with different forms of art 
while observing the world’s interaction and connection with the 

creative part of society, not really sure where it would all lead.

My love for the arts started with drawing, then moved unto devour-
ing hundreds of books, soon enough a fascination for writing grew 
within me. My interest then turned to poetry, which led me to 
create over 80 poems in my teens. Finally, when I was 16 years old, 
I became obsessed with acting and theater of which I truly fell in 
love and felt creatively free. I received classical acting training 
through various scholarships. That led to teaching within the arts. 

Ultimately, what truly inspired me was the psychology of an artist, their 
contributions to society and the business side of the industry. I chose to 
give back to the artistic community as a thought leader and life/business 

coach, in a niche I was once part of and knew so well. 

Now in collaboration with Creative Spotlights to design this amazing, 
healing, guiding tool to inspire all music artists, I feel higher levels of 
understanding on my creative purpose. I am truly living “inspired.”

That is what art does to the honest, brave and self-aware person. It allows 
people to reach into the innermost core of who they are as creative beings. 

At your most deepest core, you are a creative being because you were 
created by an introspective universe that wanted to explore the 

meaning of the world through you. 

-Emily Correa

“I am creative because I was created. It is my 
natural state to receive inspiration from it all, 
then to inspire others with my art. When I do 
this, I know I am continuously supporting the 
process of creation and living inspirationally.”

Affirmation #1 
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“I am creative because I was created. It is my 
natural state to receive inspiration from it all, 
then to inspire others with my art. When I do 
this, I know I am continuously supporting the 
process of creation and living inspirationally.”

1. What first inspired you to express yourself through
   your art? 

2. What are you truly creating with your work? 

3.  At this moment, name the top 10 ideas, images or
   words that inspire you to create your art.  

As your life coach, 
I ask you the following:

Share Your Insights on our Facebook Page or with Emily with your free 15-minute Art Spark session!

JOANNA CHRISTIE most recently starred as Girl in Broadway's Once.  
She trained at Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts and was a member of 

the National Youth Theatre. Television includes: “Mr Selfridge” (ITV); 
“Starlings” (Sky 1); “Misfits 3” (E4); “Lewis series II” (ITV); “Small Dark 
Places” (BBC); “No Angels” (Channel 4); “Holby City” (BBC1). Theatre 

includes: Equus (Gielgud Theatre); The 24 Hour Plays (The Old Vic); Be My 
Baby (Hull Truck Theatre); The Ramshackle Heart (Public Theatre NY/The 
Old Vic); School For Scandal (Greenwich Theatre); Dr Faustus (Greenwich 

Theatre); Bloody Poetry (Jermyn Street Theatre); Immaculate Conceit 
(Lyric Hammersmith); One Night In November (Belgrade Theatre Coventry).

Featured Interview
Joanna
Christie
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Emily: So today on Creative Spotlights, we’re welcoming Joanna 
Christie from the Broadway hit show “Once,” winner of eight 
2012 Tony Awards, including best musical. Joanna will share her 
creative journey to help guide, inspire and motivate our creative 
fans to find their voices in the music scene and keep going after 
their dreams. So Joanna, my first question for you is have you 
always dreamed of being on Broadway?

Joanna: Actually—well, I was on the phone talking to my mom yesterday. I was 
saying to her that actually, Broadway was even beyond my dreams!
I have always, always wanted to be an actor, and I had been utterly dedicated to 
that since I could speak. But I never even thought about Broadway. This thing is 
kind of so far away and so kind of—yeah, all I wanted to do was work.
All I wanted to do was just be able to play good parts and good productions, be 
on radio and just have a varied and interesting career. That’s all I wanted.
So it’s not the bright lights or any of that that attracted me. I haven’t been 
dreaming of that. You know what I mean? I’d just been focused on making a living 
out of acting and just being able to work as much as possible. I just didn’t think I 
had the voice. I didn’t think I had what it took to do that. So yeah, it’s beyond my 
wildest dreams.

Emily: That’s great because, of course, a lot of people who are 
singers/dancers/actors, aka triple threats, desire to be on Broad-
way so badly! The dream is always, “Oh, I wanted to be on Broad-
way since I was a young child.” But the fact is that you attracted 
it into your career. It was part of your path as an artist.

Joanna: Yeah, yeah. I’m so lucky. I just really feel very lucky and grateful every day.

Emily: Absolutely. So how did you begin your journey as an 
actress?

Joanna: Well, as a child, I always wanted to act. I just did as much as I could always 
do to perform. I did loads of amateur stuff when I was a kid. And then I’d always 
say I wanted to go to drama college! What you can do in the UK, instead of going 
to university, you go to drama college for a year for a practical performance 
degree. Then I started working from 21 when I graduated from there. I was really 
fortunate enough to find a great agent straight from drama college. But then the 
real hard work started… 

Featured Interview
Emily: Do you feel that is the best path for an actor/actress, to 
get a degree in theatre, in drama?

Joanna: No, now I’m older and hopefully a bit wiser, and I can see other people’s 
paths and different trajectories. There’s no rhyme or reason. There’s no set 
formula. There’s no way to do it. There’s no way “to not do it” and all that.
I think that with this industry, unfortunately, there’s so much luck involved. It takes 
one person in a position of power to believe in you and to give you an opportunity 
to show what you can do. But it’s really rare.
I felt like all through my career, I’ve had to have such huge self-belief because 
there’s been so many setbacks, but I’ve always thought, “I know I can do more than 
I’m being given the opportunity for.” You just have to hold on to the hope that one 
day you’ll get these opportunities to do that.
I do feel a tiny bit of regret. I don’t regret anything because I wouldn’t be here now. 
And I don’t regret anything in my life, but I do feel that I do sometimes wish I had 
gone to a university instead of drama college actually. At the time, I thought going 
to drama college is the obvious way to get into the business. But actually, I had a 
really good education, and I’m interested in a lot of other subjects. And I kind of 
regret not having an opportunity to study on another level.
And certainly in England, going to a good university like Oxford or Cambridge and 
Edinburgh and Bristol, they have such great drama departments. You get to do tons 
of great drama when you’re there, and the agencies respect those places. So I kind 
of feel like that is a really good route to go down as well.
I think if you are intelligent as well as talented as an actor, the next step is to study 
something like English or history or something else that you’re really interested in. 
Because as an actor, the more strengths you have, the more interests and
 knowledge, the more you know, then the better an actor you are, to be 
honest, I think.
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Emily: I think that’s a good point. I think it definitely makes an 
actress well-rounded. My own journey after I completed my own 
training in acting was to go to college, but instead of majoring in 
theater, I majored in psychology and sociology with a minor in 
business management. I felt inspired that this sort of education 
with my acting background would suffice in navigating the
realities of the industry.

Joanna: Absolutely. You’re not going to be the best actor you can be without being 
well-rounded because obviously, when you’re playing roles, you’re playing normal 
people. You’re not playing an entertainer in our industry. The more you know 
about everything else in my opinion, the better.

Emily: Right! I would suggest classes on history, philosophy and 
psychology… business management hopefully to get very 
well-rounded as an actress.

Joanna: Yes, exactly. Actually, last year, I was studying anthropology in between my 
acting jobs and rehearsals. I was going to lectures, attending free seminars. It was 
so fascinating. I realized that I didn’t do that enough in my life and that it could only 
make you a better actor. It completely opened my eyes a lot.

Emily: That’s really great advice right there. You also mentioned 
a couple key points in your sharing I would like to point out!
You mentioned strong self-belief as an artist pursuing this career 
track. You can navigate your career through the ups and downs 
with that self-belief. And then you also mentioned having that 
right person who’s going to change your life at the moment is key, 
a person in power to direct your career.
You really shared a number of nice introspective viewpoints that 
will inspire our readers, as it’s so important for artists to coach 
themselves and to continuously do that on a daily basis and just 
know the gift that they have within them.

Joanna: Yeah, absolutely, and to nurture it. Sorry, yeah. I feel like there are so many 
obstacles that are going to be against you. You have to do so much yourself to just 
keep going. Emotionally, physically, mentally, you just have to do it to be strong 
enough to get through all that.

Emily: Right, very true, very good tips! I can understand what you 
mean. You’re showing the different areas where artists can 
develop themselves. You said you’ve got to be very mentally 
strong to handle the ups and downs of the industry, and physical-
ly, you’ve got to be in shape to be on Broadway because it’s so 
physically demanding.
I do want to ask about the cast. They all sing and play their own 
instruments. I mean, it’s such a beautiful show. What did you 
learn most about yourself as a musician while doing this show?

Joanna: Oh, God! I got so much as a musician, as an actor, as a person. The show, 
I feel, has gifted me an opportunity to learn so much about myself. That’s been one 
of the major profound things about me regardless, like achieving a dream. Just the 
self-exploration that it’s enabled me, it’s been quite profound.
I mean, I didn’t even think of myself as being a musician before I did the show. 
When I got to the audition, it was like, “Oh my God! I got to play the piano. Argh!” 
I think it was going to be an absolute nightmare.
And actually, my mom is a musician … my brother is a musician. The music is on 
my mother’s side of the family. I’ve played the piano from a really young age, and I 
did tons of it. That was what I just did. But when I was 15, I played a concert and 
basically got stage fright, and I just absolutely crumbled. I just decided that I don’t 
want to ever play in front of anyone again. And this is off of kind of 10 years of 
playing competitions and concerts … Suddenly, I didn’t want to do it anymore.
So since I was 16, I haven’t played in public again. So just having the audition for 
“Once” was kind of really, really nerve wracking! But I got over it suddenly after 
10 years, and I feel really proud of myself. I’m so happy playing a simple piano piece 
in front of 1,200 people when at one point years ago, it would have been an
absolute nightmare for me. But it’s not like that right now. I enjoy it and love it. It’s 
really precious to me.
The fact that I’m back with the piano, a part of my life since age six, then I lost it 
and had it fall by the wayside, to now rediscover that at age 30 and play on 
Broadway, I’m just so grateful for that because it’s a really beautiful thing to be able 
to play.
Every time I meet a young person who plays the piano, I just say, “God! Just don’t 
ever give it up because it’s such a joy.” And every adult I meet who used to play 
when they were young and gave up regrets it, every single one of them.
So I feel really strongly about that. It’s such a beautiful thing to be able to play 
music. It’s a really big part of—anyone who has music in their life, it’s a big part of 
it. I feel I just want to say to any young person to keep that with you. It’s a really 
precious gift.
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Emily: That’s so inspiring and beautifully said. And I want to ask 
you, what is the Broadway schedule like? I know it’s very 
demanding! How many shows … ?

Joanna: It’s crazy. Today is my anniversary actually on Broadway. Today is the day 
it all started. When I started, I didn’t actually know if I’ll be able to do it because 
I’ve never sung before. I’ve never sung professionally. I just never used my voice 
this much. And also, I’ve had a lot of voice problems in the past.

Emily: That’s amazing. What happened to your voice?

Joanna: I’ve had nodules on my vocal cords twice. I’ve had them when I was 15 
when I was singing in the rock band at boarding school. I developed nodules, and 
I had to stop singing. And then I got them again when I went to drama college at 
18. I had to have an operation to remove them.
Since then, I’ve always had to be so careful with my voice. I lose it really easily. 
And I think that’s kind of why I haven’t sung more than I have before now 
because I didn’t think I could. I didn’t think my voice would handle it.
So starting this job was kind of scary because I thought, “Oh, my God! Am I 
actually going to be able to do eight shows a week?” But it’s amazing … 

Emily: It’s just so ironic. You play the piano and sing for eight 
shows a week. It’s a wonderful thing that you have going on.

Joanna: I know! There’s so many things that I just didn’t know I could do, but I 
think when 
you prove to yourself that you can do something that you didn’t think you could, 
it’s the most liberating, strengthening thing you can do.
And so to get to this point, to have my yearly anniversary of doing all these 
things that I never thought I could do, I’m kind of proud of myself. I mean, I feel 
it’s probably one of my greatest achievements.
And my voice got so much stronger just by doing the show. It’s amazing. Again, 
instead of this taking out of me, it’s given me so much more. I found my singing 
voice a lot more, and my range has increased. I’m singing a fifth higher than I did 
when I started the job. I go and see, work out with my vocal coach every week, and 
she’s just been incredible to work with. She has helped me find my potential in my 
voice. I never thought I had that as well. It’s great.

Emily: Beautiful. Great! What is your vision for your career in the 
next five years?

Joanna: Oh, God! Part of me feels like I should have more business sense really 
about my career, but I kind of feel like my career so far has had [a lot of] 
I-never-know-what-is-around-the-corners. I could never have guessed that this 
would happen for me, so who knows what the future holds?
But all I want to, as I’ve said, all I wanted to do is just to be able to work. It’s kind 
of funny, my brother said to me, “You know, doing the job you’re doing now, for 
you, it’s the top. It’s the summit. There’s nowhere higher to go.”
I mean, I don’t necessarily agree with that, but I know what he’s saying. I just would 
love to keep working. I would love to do more Broadway. I would love to do more 
theatre, more musicals if I can. I can’t believe this world has opened up to me—and 
some TV. I just would love to have as much variety in terms of what projects I do 
and what roles I play. My absolute dream would be to be seen as an actor, to be 
seen as a versatile actor who was not of any type and to just play and will be 
thought of for character roles, as well as leading roles and just as I would say not 
to be put in any kind of box. That’s the ultimate dream for me. I would love to do 
romcoms and then action films and indie films. I would just love to do everything, 
everything and anything as much as possible.
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Emily: You’re on Broadway, yet you’re so down to earth. And 
you’re such a strong woman. You’ve been through a lot of ups and 
downs. You have this strong, fighting spirit in you.

Joanna: Thank you. Yeah, that’s actually what I think I prize most 
above anything else.

Emily: Inspiration—definitely, definitely as a woman artist. 
Adventurous—you’re open to wherever life takes you in a 
positive direction.

Joanna: Oh, absolutely. You kind of just summed me up. That’s kind of how I try to 
be anyway—strong and adventurous, kind of more like I’m learning, and courage.
Yeah, I would think that if you have courage in everything you do in life, then you 
can’t regret anything. You just have to dive in. You have to be bold. You have to be 
brave and not be scared, all those things.
But it’s so tough. It’s so hard. I’ve just been there in a place in my career. When I’m 
not working, it makes me extremely unhappy. So when I’ve had those periods of 
unemployment in my career, they had been my most unhappy times. It’s so difficult 
to keep going.
But to find inner strength and to find what makes you feel strong, to find other 
talents and to nurture those and have other interesting hobbies that make you feel 
worthy as a person because being unemployed and getting rejected in your career, 
it can really make you feel worthless and destroys what’s inside of you.
So I kind of feel like just your inner strength is just so important. To keep believing 
in you, in yourself.

33. 34.


	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 


